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COMBINE A CITY TRIP TO LONDON WITH A BEACH GETAWAY 
AT THE ENGLISH COAST
Five great getaways to the beach less than 2 hours’ drive from London

Amsterdam, April 18, 2019 – When you think of England, you often think of London with its iconic Big Ben, London Eye and red telephone booths. The ideal place for a city trip just an hour's flight from Amsterdam. Yet from this shopping mecca you will also find peace, space and nature along the English coast less than two hours away. The rich coastal area is ideal for those looking for beautiful views, high cliffs and other natural wonders. On the piers you can enjoy stunning views of the sea, while the seafront promenades are lined with English pubs and bars. For vacationers who want to combine a shopping trip with wild nature, endless beaches and the best fish and chips take your pick from a selection below of beach getaways less than a two-hour drive from London.

1. Southend-on-Sea
Take the train from London and you'll be on the beach in the coastal town of Southend-on-Sea, Essex, within 45 minutes. A coastal town where besides the beach and shops you can also find many different entertainment forms. For example, next to the pier is the Adventure Island amusement park with more than 50 attractions. The Aquarium Sea-Life Adventure also offers a nice trip in this coastal town. Perfect for a breath of fresh air is a walk on the beach or the longest pier in the world. The pier is no less than 2.2 kilometers long and immediately gives you the opportunity to walk off a well-earned drink at the end of the pier. For those who want the drink, but not the walk, there is also a train that runs to the end of the pier!

2. Brighton 
Brighton is less than one hour from London on the South Coast. This lively seaside resort is perfect for escaping the capital and is known for its clean sea air and sea water and widepebble beach. Along the beach-front there is plenty of entertainment, so children can enjoycarousel rides, fairgroundattractions here and plenty of street food. For active holidaymakers there are beach volleyball competitions and surfing lessons and there is a large selection of clubs and bars for a pleasant evening. The Brighton Palace Pier is  full of entertainment and features a large amusement park and aquarium. Race against each other in the bumper cars or allow yourself to fall down from a height of 38 meters. In Brighton you can also find the oldest working electric railroad in the world along the beach, the Volk's Electric Railway from 1883 with which you can take a short tour along the coast of the seaside town.  Brighton’s just a short hop from London but offers plenty of nightlife, theatre shows and lovely shops and dining options in The Lanes, a network of pretty pedestrianised historic streets.

Kent, known as ‘the Garden of England’ has a number of tempting seaside options:

3. Tankerton beach 
Tankerton beach, offers a peaceful  retreat for those looking for safe swimming and well-managed facilities. From the attractive Marine Parade promenade, grassy banks run gently down to a pebble beach characterized by beautiful wooden painted beach huts and an established sailing club. The beach is less than a two-hour drive from London and  perfect for families, walkers and water sports enthusiasts. After all that paddling, walking and swimming you can relax on the shore while enjoying a picnic.  And while you’re here don’t miss out on delicious local Whitstable Oysters, the freshest taste of the sea!


4. Herne Bay 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Herne Bay is a small coastal town in Kent, an hour and a half's drive from London. Here you can walk along the waterfront with a view of two piers that are characterized by souvenir shops in the form of beach huts. The Herne Bay Festival also takes place here in July when the seaside resort is transformed into a music festival with a spectacular fireworks show. In other months of the year you will also find a wide selection of entertainment in the form of attractions, ice cream parlours and cosy cafés and pubs. Ideal for a moment of relaxation while enjoying a glass of champagne and local seafood.

5. Folkestone 
The family-friendly Sunny Sands Beach is located in Folkestone, about an hour and a half's drive from London. This is a popular beach due to sandy beach, its central location and many cafes, pubs and beach shops. A sand castle competition is held here every year in July. This event attracts a lot of attention and guarantees creative sand sculptures in all shapes and sizes. The zigzag paths to Lower Leas Coastal Parks are ideal for beautiful walks. . A range of children's events are offered in the summer and there is also a real amphitheater where theater and music performances are held during the warmer months.  With award-winning ice-cream on offer all day, this is the perfect coastal escape for families!
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Over England’s Coast
England’s Coast is een initiatief van National Coastal Tourism Academy (NCTA) en wordt gefinancierd door VisitEngland’s Discover England fonds. Op het interactieve Englandscoast.com kunnen bezoekers zelf hun reisprogramma samenstellen uit de enorme lijst aan mogelijkheden die overzichtelijk op de interactieve kaart staan weergegeven. Boek een knusse B&B, boetiekhotel of slaap onder de sterren op een kampeerplek. Proef de knapperigste fish ‘n’ chips of ga naar een van de beste visrestaurants ter wereld. Ga hiken, golfen of surfen. Zoek de rust en spot vogels en zeehonden. Ter inspiratie staan er informatieve filmpjes en voorbeeldroutes online, met alle must-sees – kastelen, landhuizen, spectaculaire tuinen, nationale parken, bruisende havenstadjes en verborgen baaitjes – klaar om te boeken. 
England’s Coast project partners zijn P&O Ferries, Green Traveller, YHA, Visit Northumberland, Scarborough, North Yorks National Park, English Riviera, Teignbridge District Council, Kingsbridge en South Devon, East Riding of Yorkshire, Visit Brighton, Dorset County Council, Visit East Anglia, Suffolk Coast, Visit Cornwall, Eastbourne, Visit Hull en East Yorkshire, Visit North Norfolk, East Lindsey District Council, Bournemouth Borough Council en Bournemouth University.

Over het Discover England fonds
· In november 2015 kondigde de Engelse overheid een £ 40 miljoen Discover England fonds aan; een ongekende mogelijkheid voor het toerisme in Engeland. Het fonds heeft als doel toeristische producten van wereldklasse in alle locaties/thema’s aan te bieden. Inclusief geïntegreerde transportmogelijkheden om geweldige ervaringen aan klanten te kunnen bieden.
· Het fonds ondersteunt de groei van een van Engelands meest succesvolle exportindustrieën: inkomend toerisme. Toerisme is een industrie die voor banen en economische groei zorgt in alle Engelse regio’s – bijdragend aan £ 106 miljard ieder jaar aan de Engelse economie en 2,6 miljoen banen.
· Het fonds ondersteunde enkele pilot projecten in het eerste jaar (2016/2017) en in jaar twee en drie (2017-2019) ondersteunt het fonds:
· Een aantal grootschalige samenwerkingsprojecten die gedurende de twee jaar periode 2017-2019 gelanceerd worden. Deze maken een stapsgewijze verandering mogelijk in boekbare toeristische Engelse producten voor internationale klanten
· Een kleiner financieel budget voor nieuwe één jaar durende projecten (in jaar twee)
· Gecontinueerde financiering voor bestaande projecten in jaar één die vroege bevindingen lieten zien (in jaar twee).

Over VisitBritain/VisitEngland
· VisitBritain/VisitEngland is het nationale toerisme bureau – een niet-ministerieel overheidsorgaan gefinancierd door het ‘Department for Culture, Media & Sport’ (DCMS)
· Samenwerkend met een groot aantal aan partners in zowel het Verenigd Koninkrijk als overzees, heeft het bureau als missie het volume en de waarde van het inkomend toerisme in alle naties en regio’s van Brittannië te vergroten en groeiaspiraties te ondersteunen. Voor meer informatie en toegang tot de meest actuele marktkennis en statistieken, ga naar www.visitbritain.org of www.visitbritain.com en www.visitengland.com.
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